












Professional In-Home Pet Sitting
Your Pets Stay in the Comfort & Safety of Home

518-783-2273               Mid-Day Walks Available

Special Thanks
 
Colonie Animal Hospital: donated medications; provided specialized 
deep-ear exam and treatment on a cat, orthopedic consultations, 
x-rays and splinting

Guilderland Animal Hospital: orthopedic consultation 
and surgery on a dog 

Nassau Veterinary Clinic: specialized dental treatment

Animal Health Center: surgical consultation 

Canterbury Animal Hospital: x-rays for cruelty case and ferret vaccines 

Bethlehem Veterinary Hospital: surgical consultation with x-rays, 
medical treatment and off-site adoption for sick cat 

Just Cats Clinic: cat dentistry and hip x-rays  

Drs. Sikule and Kearney: volunteered to perform spay/neuter surgeries 
at the shelter

The Society has just opened a new community cat room in 
our adoption center.  The walls of the room are graced by 
a mural painted by local artist Jeri Degener.  The cats live 
in the new room until they are adopted. They roam free, 
lay in soft beds and explore different levels in the room.  
Visitors can sit in the room with adoptable cats and get to 
know them in a relaxed, welcoming environment.

New Cat Room Opens



Like so many other lost or abandoned dogs, Emma arrived at our shelter afraid and confused 
after her time wandering the street in Albany.  Dr. Blankfein, our Medical Director, went into 
Emma’s kennel to examine her but she was too afraid.  Emma just laid on the floor, shaking, 
and wouldn’t move.  

Our kennel caretakers saw something 
special in Emma and patiently worked with 
her every day, first just sitting and speaking 
quietly to her, feeding her by hand and 
gently petting her until she became more 
comfortable.  Eventually Emma came to 
trust us.  The dog that wouldn’t stand up 
or let Dr. Blankfein in to examine her now 
just wanted to be loved and cared for.

Dr. Blankfein noticed a problem with one 
of Emma’s legs.  It appeared that she had 
torn a ligament in one of her back legs.

To help her learn to be comfortable around people and rest her wounded limb, 
Emma went into foster care with Tara Ostrander, one of our wonderful foster 
caregivers.  It wasn’t long before Emma’s sweetness came out.  She became 
inseparable from Tara and loved being around her family and her cat.  

After x-rays and further exams, it was clear that Emma’s limb needed surgery.  
Repairing an injury like this one in such a large dog is a challenge and can be 
extremely expensive for the Society.  Fortunately, we have many supportive 
veterinarians in the community who are willing and able to help us care for 
these homeless animals in need.

Dr. Michael Casler of Guilderland Animal Hospital offered his specialized 
skill to repair the damage to Emma’s leg.  Dr. Casler is one of our “go-to 
guys” who has always been there to take on a challenging orthopedic case.  
His practice has all the latest equipment designed to minimize pain and speed 
healing.

Dr. Casler has treated a number of our dogs with injuries that could not be 
mended with our available equipment and expertise.  All of those animals 
have recovered well and have found new, loving homes. 

But that isn’t the extent of Dr. Casler’s talents 
or the efforts he’s taken for our organization.  
He also is a member of the Mendelssohn 
Men’s Choir, which has performed fundraising 
benefit concerts for the shelter.

Emma has several months of recovery and 
rehabilitation ahead of her.  But luckily for her, 
Tara decided to adopt her.  Emma will not only 
be healing in her home, but now she can stay in 
her favorite spot:  Tara’s lap.

Emma’s New Best Friend

Emma in her new home. (top) Dr. Roger Blankfein 
assisting Dr. Casler with 
repairing Emma’s leg. 

(left) Michael Casler, DVM
Guilderland Animal Hospital 

(below) Emma dining with her 
new house mate, Tara’s cat.

Tara and her 90-pound lap dog, Emma.


